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among God's chosen. All, of course, might
themselves believe that they were certain of
everlasting life. But Calvin made it quite clear in
Ms sermons that the elect were few, and that most
of the people in Geneva were for ever damned.
Under the shadow of this crushing tyranny,
Knox now entered upon the two happiest years
of his life. He found it much more comfortable
to have a home of his own. His wife Marjory -
his " dear bedfellow/' as he calls her - bore him
two children, but he says very little indeed about
her. Mrs. Bowes, her mother, who had been a
marvellous correspondent, did not prove always
pleasant when living under the same roof, but
Knox nevertheless was glad to have her with him.
She was one of the very few people to whom he
could speak freely, and was much more important
to him than his wife so far as we can judge.
Of preaching, which Knox loved, there was
plenty in Geneva. He delivered sermons thrice
a week, and some of them lasted for three hours.
Once a week the pastors met " to examine aU
such faults as may be espied, not only amongst
others, but chiefly amongst themselves, lest they
seem to be culpable of that which our Saviour
Christ reproved in the Pharisees, who could espy
a mote in another man's eye and could not see
the beam in their own." In such exercises, Knox
must have been thoroughly ?t home, and we may
be sure that he neither spared himself nor others